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A gaze at God in the manger 
 
Standing before the crib what do we see – is it a stranger in the manger born of the will of God the Father. 

What should we see when gazing upon the manger? 

 

We see the child Jesus and in him we see God who has lavished his generosity upon us. 

But when we look at ourselves, we are ashamed to see our how we take him for granted. 

In Jesus we see a God who humbled himself to our human level, yet we have been like empty vessels 

clanging along in life. 

 

We see Mary, beautiful on account of the goodness of her heart. 

Beauty without goodness is worse than wine and will intoxicate and ruin. 

We see Joseph silent along Mary’s side, a silence that’s not absent of sound but of self. 

Both surrendering themselves to God in the manger. 

In our world silence is at times regarded as a deficiency. 

That’s why we find radios and Christmas bands playing through that night ‘silent night’. 

 

We survey the crib and look with an ancient eye at everything we consider essential for modern civilization. 

In it there is not even a door or a window, there is no watchdog that alerts when visitors arrive. 

Mary is in fact not wearing a hipster and Joseph has no name brand labels. 

What we might see is that the crib shows no signs of civilization – very third world. 

But what we have in it the very first civilized persons. 

Mary – Joseph - Jesus. 

After all, what use is a civilized world without civilized individuals? 

Look at world history and see how civilizations have been destroyed, not by enemies from the outside, but 

by people from the inside. 

Just recall the beauty of Burundi, Iraq and Russia before the destruction. 

 

Then still in the manager, listen to Mary tell Joseph, “I hear people gossiping about us, having a baby 

without living together as husband and wife.” 

Joseph replies “Don’t worry, Mary. Worry never accomplishes anything, except wrinkles which gives another 

thing to worry about. 

Leave gossip alone; those who gossip are caught in their own mouth trap. 

  

Mary says, “God could have given us at least a cradle for the baby.” 

Joseph replies, “My dear, at least we have this crib. Some people are so poor that even cockroaches shun 

them, and one advantage of being poor is that it doesn’t cost much. 

 

“Don’t speak so loud Joseph; the baby is sleeping.” says Mary. 

“Yes he sleeps soundly even in poor swaddling clothes.” replies Joseph. 

In today’s world it amazes me to see how man or woman first seeks for riches in others before making them 

lifetime partners. 

And then find no happiness, instead of seeking for Jesus in them in order to find a lifetime of happiness. 

 

 

“Shoo” we still in the manger, look at the floor, it’s very cold. 

Isn’t it strange that God has become a human being to warm us up, because we have become so cold 

towards one another? 

 

Christmas is the celebration of the light that has come into the world, though our gazing into the manger 
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might have seemed gloomy and dark. 

The light that has come is Christ alone, and the Christ child wants to illumine our lives once again with his 

light. 

Therefore, as our Christmas tree lights shine throughout this season, may we be reminded about the 

stranger in the manger, who is not a stranger to us no longer, for we have aloud him to come and reign in 

hearts forever more. 

May we be bearers of the light who has come to us in Jesus Christ our Saviour? 

Amen. 

_____________________________ 


